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NEWHALL YOUTH FIELD
1991 DEDICATION

On June

1,

1991,

Bennington residents came together

to celebrate the dedication of the Newhall Youth Field.

Shown in the front cover photo are Timothy Robinson,

David Desaulniers, Kyle Smith, and Travis Hall who

participated in the All-Star Little League game that
took place after the dedication ceremonies.
The back cover photo provides

a

nice view of the newly

completed facility, the result of many long hours by
many volunteers and donated materials.
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TOWN OFFICE HOURS
TOWN HALL

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

TAX COLLECTOR

Available during Town Hall office hours.

TOWN CLERK

Monday
Noon to 3:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Noon - 3:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m. Monday
noon Friday

&

5:00 p.m.

Thursday

-

-

8:00 p.m.

MEETING SCHEDULES
SELECTMEN

Each Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

PLANNING BOARD

Second

and

Fourth

Monday

each

month

at

"7:30 p.m.

LIBRARY TRUSTEES

Third Thursday
Library.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

Third Tuesday each month at 7:00 p.m.

WATER/ SEWER
COMMISSIONERS

Last Tuesday each month at 7 :00 p.m.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Second Wednesday each month at 7:30 p.m.

each

month

at

noon

at

the

(Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at the Town Hall.)

LIBRARY HOURS

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday

9:00 a.m. Noon - 8:00
Noon - 5:00
4:00 p.m. volunteers)

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
6:00 p.m.

(staffed by

LANDFILL HOURS
-

5:00 p.m
5:00 p.m.

Closed
Closed
1:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

-

5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Emergency telephone number stickers are available at the Town Office or from the
Police Department.
Landfill permits are available at the landfill.
Applications for permits are
available at the Landfill. Tickets for the disposal of tires, white goods, and
other specific items are only available at the Town Hall.

TOWN OFFICERS
MODERATOR

Term Expires March 1992

James G. Dodge

SELECTMEN

Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
Term Expires March 1994

Herb Flanders
James E. Trow
James P. Sweeney
TOWN CLERK

Term Expires March 1992

Cheryl L. Woods

TOWN TREASURER

Term Expires March 1992

Joyce L. Miner

TAX COLLECTOR
Denise

P.

Appointed

French

ROAD AGENT
Appointed

Dale Quinn

LIBRARY TRUSTEES

Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
Term Expires March 1994

Elaine Barrett
Joseph MacGregor
David Glynn

WATER & SEWER COMMISSIONERS
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
Term Expires March 1994

John French
Timothy Hogue
Roy Johnson

FIRE CHIEFS

Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1992

Bruce Hall Chief
Mark Chase, 1st Deputy
Allan Wilson, 2nd Deputy
,

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE

Term Expires March 1994

Mark Tazelaar
BUDGET COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator

Appointed
by
Moderator

Jane Handy
Peter Martel
Dennis McKenney
Carol Reed
Terry Schnare

for

One Year

RECYCLING COtllTTEE
Joint with Antrim and Francestown
Appointed by Selectmen
Kenneth Mazur

Philip Germain

SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST

Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1994
Term Expires March 1996

Russell Young
Herman Skinner
Elizabeth Chase

TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS

Term Expires March 1992
Term Expires March 1993
Term Expires March 1994

Roy Johnson
Paul Kyte
Jane Handy

OFFICER OF PUBLIC WELFARE
Appointed

Barbara Huntley

CHIEF OF POLICE
David

E.

Appointed

Mancini

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Appointed

Lorraine A. Mazur
CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Selectmen

PLANNING BOARD
Appointed by Selectmen

Term
Term
Term
Term
Term
Term

Peter Eppig, Chairman
Herb Flanders, ex-officio
Frank Cordelle
Elaine Barrett
Wayne Roy
David Beck, Alternate

Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires

March
March
March
March
March
March

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Appointed by Selectmen

Term Expires March

John Cronin, III, Chairman
David Barrett
Russel 1 Young
Dennis McKenney
Joseph MacGregor
Elizabeth Chase, Alternate
Thomas Cochran, Alternate

BUILDING INSPECTOR
Chester D. Heinzman, Jr.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Appointed by Selectmen
Philip Germain, Chairman
Dennis McKenney
David Barrett
Bruce Edes
Peter Eppig
Terry Schnare

1994
1992
1992
1993
1993
1994

Elaine Barrett
Bruce Hall
Roy Johnson
David Mancini

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Dale Quinn
Lorraine Mazur
Board of Selectmen

NEWHALL PARK BOARD
Appointed by Selectmen
Thomas Crowell
Peter Martel
Jo Mercier
David Parker, Alternate

Term
Term
Term
Term

Expires
Expires
Expires
Expires

March
March
March
March

1992
1993
1994
1992

:

TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the County of
Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote: You are hereby
notified to meet at the Fire Station on Tuesday, the 10th day of March
next, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects
1.

To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.

2.

Are you in favor of the adoption of the amendment to the existing
Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board relative to
when a building permit is required?
(Ballot question).
(The
proposed amendment is printed in its entirety in the Town Report.)

You are hereby notified to meet at the Antrim Gym in said Town of
Antrim on Saturday, the 14th day of March, 1992 at ten o'clock in the
forenoon to act upon the following subjects:
3.

Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 72:43-h for the optional
adjusted elderly exemptions from property tax? The optional
exemptions, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers
shall be as follows:
for a person 65 years of age up to 75
years, $20,000; for a person 75 years of age up to 80 years,
To
$40,000; for a person 80 years of age or older, $60,000.
qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident
for at least 5 years; own the real estate individually or jointly,
or if the real estate is owned by the spouse, they must have
been married for at least 5 years.
In addition, the taxpayer
must have a net income of less than $10,000 or, if married, a
combined net income of less than $12,000; and own net assets
not in excess of $50,000 excluding the value of the person's
residence. (By Ballot)

4.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
borrow such sums of money as may be necessary in anticipation
of taxes
.

5.

To see if the Town will vote to accept legacies and gifts to the
Town in trust or otherwise by an individual or individuals, or
take any action relating thereto.

6.

To see if the Town will vote to accept legacies and gifts to the
Library in trust or otherwise by an individual or individuals, or
take any action relating thereto.

7.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
transfer tax liens and convey property acquired by the Town by
tax collector's deed by public auction (or advertised sealed bid)
or in such other manners as determined by the Selectmen as justice
may require.

8.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply
for, negotiate for, contract for, accept and expend and to do all
other things necessary to obtain such Federal, State, or other
assistance (financial or otherwise) to take any other action
relating thereto.

.

9.

To see if the Town will vote (1) to raise and appropriate the
sum of forty thousand dollars ($40,000) to be placed in the
Landfill Capital Reserve Fund; and (2) to authorize the withdrawal
therefrom all funds as necessary for landfill preclosure costs and
the construction of a transfer station and recycling center.

10.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) to be placed in the Fire
Truck Capital Reserve Fund.

11.

To see if the Town will vote (1) to establish a Capital Reserve
Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purchase of a
Rescue vehicle chassis; (2) to raise and appropriate the sum
of six thousand dollars ($6,000) to be placed in the fund; and
(3) to name the Selectmen as agents to carry out the object of
this article.

12.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of one thousand seven hundred and twelve dollars ($1,712) to
restore the following Town books:
Town records, 1799-1830;
Inventory, 1816-1828/1829-1833; and Town Clerk Book, 1834-1843.

13.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of one thousand two hundred thirty six dollars ($1,236) to
contribute to a local (or regional, if appropriate) Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Program.
This annual program provides
for the proper disposal of hazardous household products such
as dry cell batteries, pesticides, kitchen/bathroom cleaners,
paint thinners, antifreeze, and the like.

14.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the withdrawal of
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) from the Capital Improvements
Capital Reserve Fund for the purchase of a replacement Police

Cruiser
15.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the withdrawal of
ten thousand dollars ($10,000) from the Capital Improvements
"Capital Reserve Fund and ($25,000) from the Highway Heavy
Equipment Capital Reserve Fund for the purchase of replacement
truck for the one-ton truck.

16.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen (1) to
convey the old fire station building to the Bennington
Historical Society for removal to the "Kimball Shop Lot" on
Main Street; (2) to execute an agreement with the Bennington
Historical Society providing for the Town to succeed to the
rights and responsibilities of the Society with respect to the
Kimball Shop Lot and the historical museum to be established
thereon if the Society is unable to maintain the property and
musuem; or (3) to take any other action in relation thereto.

17.

To see if the Town will vote to confirm the extension of the
Tri-Town Landfill Agreement with Antrim and Francestown, dated
December 20, 1974, as amended by agreement dated February 1, 1982,
until the landfill gates close on October 31, 1992 or such other
date as the area is closed pursuant to order of the State of New
Hampshire Division of Waste Management.

18.

To see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate to acquire by taking or otherwise all or a portion of
the premises of Gertrude Davy at NoLth Bennington Road and Durgin
Road, or take any other action in relation thereto.

19.

To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and appropriate to
pay for the normal operating cost of the Town (as set forth in
the posted Town budget), or take any other action in relation
there to.
Said sum is exclusive of special articles 8-14.

20.

To see if the Town will vote to appoint a committee to investigate
the feasibility of the Town of Bennington taking over the
Crotched Mountain Ski Area as a Town-owned operation or take
any action thereon. (Petition)

21.

To hear reports of committees and act thereon.

Given under our hands and seal this 19th day of February, in the
iinety-two /0^->
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-two.
/I
.

Herb Flanders, Chairman
[/ames E.

James

P.

Trow

Sweeney

/

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
BENNINGTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
A true copy of Warrant

-

/Attest:

^//^/fr5^
Herb Flanders, Chairman
ames E. Trow
-James P.

Sweene
sney-

May we call to the special attention of the voters that the Warrant
items will be taken up Saturday, March 14, 1992 at 10:00 a.m. at the
Antrim Gym.

—

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION

BUDGET OF THE TOWN
OF
Appropriations and Estimates

of

Revenue

for

the Ensuing Year January

19

From

Date

N.H.

BENNINGTON

n?/iq/^>

to

1

,

1

9

92

to

December 31,1 9

92

or for Fiscal Year
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PURPOSES OF APPROPRIATION
Acct.

(RSA31:4)

No.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

PURPOSES OF APPROPRIATION
(RSA31:4)

Acct.

No.

TAXES

SOURCES OF REVENUE
Acct.

No.

TAXES

.

SELECTMEN'S REPORT

We wish to express our appreciation to all the Town residents who gave
their wholehearted support to the Town throughout 1991. While the beginning of
1991 began with several problems and challenges, we can say that 1991 ended on
This would not have been possible without the dedication
a very positive note.
and commitment by Bennington citizens.
The Police Department seemed to have more than their share of problems to
deal with after January 1.
Several events, including the arrest of Officer
Skerry, left the Police Chief with no option but to request administrative leave
for the Department.
In order to confront the numerous allegations and charges
against the officers, a public meeting was called. Tremendous support for the
Department was demonstrated at this meeting.
In addition, a professional
management study of the Police Department was performed. The study known as the
After
Matson Report, found no evidence to support the numerous allegations.
Officer Skerry's trial, the Department was reinstated to active duty and the
While the costs were high for outside
Department resumed its normal duties.
police support and legal expense, the Town was able to maintain its stability and
uphold its position.
After the difficulties experienced in the winter, the Town welcomed the
summer in with the dedication of the Newhall Youth Field. The youth of this Town
have been richly served by all the individuals that made this "Field of Dreams"
come true. This field will always be a symbol of what Bennington residents can
do to improve their Town.
The Town's
The summer and fall were very busy times for the Selectmen.
first professional revaluation was performed by Avitar Associates of New England.
While some property owners feel that their assessment is too high, all must
realize that the same method of appraisal was applied to all properties, giving
the Town an overall fair property valuation. The Town did experience an overall
decrease in its total net assessed valuation due to the ski area and surrounding
properties.
The closure of the Landfill, an ongoing project for several years, will
occur October 31, 1992. In April, the Town contracted Dufresne-Henry to prepare
a formal closure plan in accordance with State rules. The plan was completed and
The plan
submitted to the Department of Environmental Services in September.
will be finalized in 1992. Plans for a transfer station are also being prepared.
The transfer station must be ready to accept waste after the landfill gates
close.
Much more will be said on this subject in other sections of this Town
Report and at Town Meeting.

The Board realizing the tax burden, asked that budgets for the coming year
be held to a 0% increase. As a result, with cooperation from all Departments,
A real
the Town budget for 1992 has been decreased by 5% from last year.
accompl ishment

A committee is hard
In 1992, we will celebrate our 150th year as a Town.
at work on plans for several events and activities in August that will create
There will be several fund
another special chapter in our Town's history.
raisers to cover the expenses. We ask that all become interested and participate
in any way possible.

14

We can not forget and are thankful for the accomplishments of our Country
and Armed Forces in the Middle East this past year. Once again, "well done" and
"thank you." We also note with regret the death of Antrim's Police Chief while
on duty, Ralph "Buster" Brooks.
This Board, once again, asks for your continuing support by voting and
attending Town Meeting as well as public hearings.
The greater the
participation, the more reflective of public desires. Please, everyone, come out
and back your opinions with a vote.

Herb Flanders
James E. Trow
James P. Sweeney
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TOWN OF BENNINGTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
Minutes of March 16, 1991 Annual Town Meeting
Article

1.

The Town Officers elected for the year ensuing as per the Town
Clerk's ballot records.

Article

2.

The Town approved having two sessions for the annual town meeting,
the first session for choice of town officers elected by an official
ballot and other action required to be inserted on said official
ballot, and the second session on a date set by the Selectmen for
transaction of other business.
236

Article

3.

YES

106

NO

The adoption of amendments to the existing Zoning Ordinance
proposed by the Planning Board relative to the definitions
frontage and setback.
(Ballot question.)

as
of

Re: Frontage

200

Re

:

YES

120

NO

131

NO

Setback
183 YES

The following articles were addressed on Saturday March 16, 1991 at ten o'clock
in the forenoon.
There were 169 voters present.

Article

4.

By secret ballot the Town voted 8 NO to 146 YES to adopt the
provisions of RSA 72:43-f for the adjusted elderly exemptions from
property tax. These statutes provide for the following exemptions,
based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers: for a person 65
years of age up to 75 years, $10,000; for a person 75 years of age
up to 80 years, $15,000; for a person 80 years of age or older,
$20,000.
To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire
resident for at least 5 years; own the real estate individually or
jointly, or if the real estate is owned by spouse, they must have
been married for at least 5 years.
In addition, the taxpayer must
have a net income of less than $12,000, and own net assets of
$30,000 or less, excluding the value of the person's residence.

Article

5.

By a standing count the Town unanimously defeated the article that
requested to have all town warrant articles voted on by secret
ballot.
(Six (6) people in favor) (By petition-Bennington Voice
Association)

Article

6.

By voice vote the Town unanimously adopted the provisions of RSA
31:95-c to restrict revenues from contributions (voluntary or
involuntary) for reclamation of the Bennington Tri -Town Landfill
facility to expend for the purpose of reclamation of the landfill
facility. Such revenues and expenditures shall be accounted for in
be known as the Bennington Tri-Town
a special revenue fund to
Landfill facility reclamation fund, separate from the general fund.
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Any surplus in said fund shall not be deemed part of the general
fund accumulated surplus and shall be expended only after a vote by
the legislative body to appropriate a specific amount from said fund
for a specific purpose related to the purpose of the fund or source
of revenue.
(Selectmen)

Article 7.

By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to authorize the Selectmen
to borrow such sums of money as may be necessary in anticipation of
taxes.
(Selectmen)

Article

8.

By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to accept legacies and
gifts to the Town in trust or otherwise by an individual or
individuals, or take any action relating thereto.
(Selectmen)

Article

9.

By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to authorize the Selectmen
to transfer tax liens and convey property acquired by the Town by
tax collector's deed by public auction (or advertised sealed bid) or
in such other manners as determined by the Selectmen as justice may
require.
(Selectmen)

Article 10. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to authorize the Selectmen
to apply for, negotiate for, contract for, accept and expend and to
do all other things necessary to obtain such Federal, State, or
other assistance (financial or otherwise) or take any other action
relating thereto.
(Selectmen)
Article 11. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to adopt amendments to the
By-Laws of the Bennington Fire Department, as recommended by the
Fire Department.
Article 12. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to (1) raise and
appropriate the sum of forty thousand dollars ($40,000) to be placed
in the Landfill Capital Reserve Fund; and (2) authorize the
withdrawal therefrom of funds as necessary not to exceed fifty
thousand dollars ($50,000).
(Selectmen)
Article 13. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to (1) establish a Capital
Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purchase of
Highway Heavy Equipment in accordance with the Capital Improvement
Plan:
(2) raise and appropriate the sum of twenty five thousand
dollars ($25,000) to be placed in the fund; and (3) name the
Selectmen as agents to carry out the object of this article.
(Selectmen/ Road Agent)
Article 14. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and appropriate
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) to be placed in the
1999 Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund.
(Selectmen/Fire Chief)
Article 15. Upon the presentation of the article by the Moderator the Selectmen
made a motion and it was seconded to amend the article to read as
follows: (1) to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty-seven
thousand, six hundred and fifty dollars ($37,650) to hire a
professional appraisal firm, approved by the Department of Revenue
Administration, to conduct a complete revaluation of the real estate
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in the Town to be completed in the tax year 1991; and (2) authorize
the withdrawal of thirteen thousand, five hundred thirty two dollars
($13,532) from the Capital Reserve Fund created for that purpose.
The balance of twenty-four thousand, one hundred and eighteen
dollars ($24,118) to come from general taxation. By voice vote the
motion was unanimously passed.
(Selectmen)

Article 16. Upon the presentation of the article by the Moderator, the Selectmen
made a motion to withdraw the article which read: To see if the Town
will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of thirteen thousand,
five hundred dollars ($13,500) to be placed in the Revaluation
Capital Reserve Fund. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to
withdraw the article.
Article 17. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and appropriate
the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) to purchase fire fighting
equipment.
(Selectmen/Fire Chief)
Article 18. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and appropriate
the sum of one thousand two hundred thirty six dollars ($1,236) to
contribute to a local (or regional if appropriate) Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Program.
This annual program provides
for the proper disposal of hazardous household products such as dry
cell
batteries,
pesticides,
kitchen/bathroom cleaners,
paint
thinners, antifreeze, and the like.
(Selectmen)
Article 19. Upon the presentation of the article by the Moderator the Selectmen
made a motion and it was seconded to amend the article to read as
follows: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of four thousand eight hundred dollars ($4,800) for services to
be provided by Contoocook Housing Trust supporting the creation and
maintenance of affordable housing for low and moderate income
families living within the Contoocook Valley Area.
By voice vote
the motion was defeated.
Article 20. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and appropriate
the sum of one hundred dollars ($100) for support of the Grand
Monadnock Arts Council, or to take any action relating thereto.
(Selectmen)
Article 21. Amotion was made by Mr. Tom Carr and seconded to amend the article
to read: To see that the Town will raise and appropriate to pay the
normal operating cost of the Town seven hundred forty eight
thousand, four hundred eighty five dollars ($748,485). A reduction
of eight thousand, six hundred forty one dollars ($8,641) of the
budget as proposed and direct all parties in charge of said budget
to effect the reduction by means of a pay or salary freeze on all
town employees. By voice vote the amendment was defeated. By voice
vote the Town unanimously voted to raise and appropriate the sum of
seven hundred fifty seven thousand, one hundred twenty six dollars
Said sum
($757,126) to pay the normal operating cost of the Town.
is exclusive of special articles 12-20.
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.

Article 22. A secret ballot was requested on the following article: To see if
the Town will vote to abolish the office of the Administrative
Assistant. The article was defeated. (By petition- Bennington Voice
Association)
137

NO

14

YES

Article 23. By voice vote the following article was dismissed: To see if the
Town will eliminate the Assistant Administrative Office.
(By
petition-Concerned Citizens Taxpayers Association)
Article 24. A request for a secret ballot was submitted, however, a signer of
the petition requested to have his name removed thus the article was
voted on by voice and was defeated.
The article read as follows:
To see if the Town will vote to reduce the pay of the Administrative
Assistant from ($24,000 to $12,000)
(By petition-Bennington Voice
Association)
Article 25. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to defeat the article which
read:
To see if the Town will reduce the salary of the Town Clerk
from ($9,442 to $6,511) (By petition-Bennington Voice Association).
Article 26. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to defeat the article which
read:
To see if the Town will vote to change the office of the
Police Chief of Bennington, N.H. from an appointed one to an elected
one.
(By petition-Bennington Voice Association)
Article 27. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to dismiss the article
which read:
To see if the Town will vote to reduce the pay of
police officers of Bennington, N.H. from ($22,000 to $11,000) (By
petition-Bennington Voice Association).
Article 28. By voice vote the Town unanimously voted to defeat the article which
read: To see if the Town will vote to reduce its Police Department
(By petition-The Concerned
to 1 Chief, 1 part-time Police Officer.
Citizen Taxpayers Association)
To
It read as follows:
Article 29. By voice vote the article was dismissed.
see if the Town will eliminate the position of Police Administrator.
(By petition-Bennington Voice Association)

vote the article was defeated.
The article read as
follows:
To see if the Town will vote the election of its Road
(By petition-The
Agent, Budget Committee, Janitor, and Police.

Article 30. By voice

Concerned Citizens Taxpayers Association)

Article 31. By voice vote the article was dismissed. The article read: To see
if the Town will approve requiring that the Selectmen must appoint
the runner-up from the most recent election in cases of vacancy on
the Board Selectmen.
(By petition-Bennington Voice Association)
Article 32. By voice vote the article was dismissed. The article read: To see
if the Town will vote that anyone holding an elected or appointed
office on any Town Board be restricted to serving on only one Board
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(By petition-Bennington Voice Association)

at a time.

Article 33. By voice vote the article was dismissed.
The article read as
follows:
To see if the Town will approve the limiting of spending
by placing a cap on all future increases of not more than 1% (one
percent).
(By petition-Bennington Voice Association)
Article 34. By voice vote the article was dismissed.
The article read as
follows: To see if the Town will require Town Meeting approval, or
special Town Meeting approval, in urgent cases, of all expenditures
of $1,000 or more, including Lease/ Purchase arrangements of $1,000
or more.
(By petition-Bennington Voice Association)
Article 35. The following committee reported:
The Recycling Committee expressed their thanks to all those who are
adhering to the Recycling procedures.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 P-m.

A true copy of minutes

-

Attest

jy^^-v

<

Town Clirk
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Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public

Accountants

131 Middle Street
Manchester. New Hampshire 03101
(603)622-7070

1991

INDEPENDENT AUDIT

Board of Selectmen

Town

of Bennington,

We

New

Hampshire

have been engaged to audit the financial statements for the
as of and for the year ended December 31, 1991.

New Hampshire

We
than April

Town

of Bennington,

anticipate that the financial statements and related reports will be available
1,

no

1992.

*.QJL+<ZA
Vachon, Clukay
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& Co., PC

later

Vachon, Clukay & Co., pc
Certified Public

Accountants

131 Middle Street

Manchester,

New Hampshire 03101

(603) 622-7070

Board of Selectmen
Town of Bennington, New Hampshire

We have compiled the financial statements of the Town of
Bennington, New Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1991
in accordance with
included in the accompanying Form F-65 (MS-5)
standards established by the American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants.
,

Our compilation was limited to presenting in the form prescribed by the New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration, information that is the representation of Town Officials.
We have not audited or reviewed the financial statements referred
to above and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other
form of assurance on them.
is presented in acThe financial report, Form F-65 (MS-5)
cordance with the reguirements of the New Hampshire Department of
Revenue Administration which differ from generally accepted
accounting principles. Accordingly, these financial statements
are not designed for those who are not informed about such differences.
,

February 14, 1992
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D. SALARIES AND WAGES
Report here the total salaries and wages paid to all employees of your city before
deductions for social security, retirement, etc. Include also salaries and wages paid to
employees of any utility owned and operated by your government, as well as salaries and
wages of city employees charged to construction projects. These amounts may be taken
from the W3 form filed by your government for the year ended December 31, 1991.
E.

Total

wages paid

214,227

CASH AND INVESTMENTS HELD AT END OF FISCAL YEAR

Report separately for each of the three types of funds listed below, the total amount of cash on hand and on
deposit and investments in Federal Government, Federal agency. State and local government, and
non-governmental securities. Report all investments at par value. Include in the sinking fund total any mortgages
and notes receivable held as offsets to housing and industrial financing loans. Exclude accounts receivable, value
of real property, and all non-security assets.

Type

Amount

of fund

end of fiscal year
Omit cents

at

(b)

Bond funds
All

- Unexpended proceeds from sale of bond issues held pending disbursement

other funds except employee retirement funds

Governmental Fund Types Only

CENSUS USE ONLY

nsm

CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from
records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and belief.

Selectman (Name and

official

title)

Signature of selectman

Selectman (Name and

title!

Signature of selectman

Telephone number(s)

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Three copies of this report are sent to each municipality. Selectmen, treasurer and tax
collector are expected to cooperate in making out this report. When made out, one copy
should be returned to the Department of Revenue Administration and one copy should be
placed on file among the municipal records. The third copy is for use in preparing the
annual printed report for the voters.

WHEN TO

FILE: (R.S.A. 21-J)

For cities/towns reporting on a calendar year
basis, this report must be filed on or before
April

1,

1992

For cities/towns reporting on an optional
fiscal year basis (fiscal year ending June 30,
1992), this report must be filed on or before

September

WHERE TO

FILE

Department
State of

1992

1,

of

Revenue Administration

New Hampshire

Municipal Services Division
61 S. Spring Street

PO Box 457
Concord,

NH

03302-0457
FORM

Page 16
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STATE OF

NHW HAMPSHIRE

Department of Revenue

Adininislratii

^/^EqulWrfe

STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATION
VOTED BY THE
CITY/TOWN OF BENNINGTON

i\

March 16,
iO.jk-.ii

HILLSBOROUGH

COUNTY

1991

Meeting

CERTIFICATE

This

is

to certify lliat Ihe

information contained

in tins report

was taken from

official records

and

is

correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.

RSA2I-J:34.

Date

March

?1

1
,

991

Herb Flanders
James
Jamft.S

EL.

Sweeney

K.

Trnw

(Please Sign

in

Ink)

\

Selectmen of

F^nn nqf-^n
i

}

PENALTY: FAILURE TO FILE WITHIN 20 DAYS AFTER EACH MEETING AT WHICH APPROPRIATIONS WERE VOTED MAY RESULT IN $5.00 PER DAY PENALTY FOR EACH DAY'S DELAY.
RSA21-J:36.

39

PURPOSES OK APPROPRIATIONS
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STATE OF

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Department of Revenue Administration

TAX YEAR

iqqi

SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
CITY/TOWN OF BENNINGTON

IN

COUNTY

HILLSBOROUGH

CERTIFICATE
This

is

contained

to certify that the information

best of.our

in this

report

was taken from

official records

and

is

correct to the

knowledge jpuLbclief. RSA.21-J:34.

^~k Q&V&zt.

."rTT

.

L^/fS^-jJ

Selectmen of
Date

.

.

BENNINGTON
DECEMBER. 13,.
.

.199.1.

(Please SigiynTnk)

REPORTS REQUIRED. RSA

21-J:34, as

amended provides

for certification of valuations, appropriations, estimated reve-

nues and such other information as the Dcpt. of Revenue Administration may require upon blanks prescribed for that purpose.

Return

this

completed Summary Inventory form

03302-0457 By September

PENALTY:

NOTE:

to the

Dept. of Revenue Administration, P.O. Box 457, Concord, N.H.

1st.

FAILURE TO FILE BY SEPTEMBER 1ST MAY RESULT
PENALTY FOR EACH DAY'S DELAY. (RSA 21-J:36)

DO NOT

FAIL

TO COMPLETE INFORMATION ON PAGE

44

4

IN $5.00

PER DAY

OF THIS REPORT.

-I-U

j^taie of

department

Jfem JHampsfjtre

of JReoemie

f .0.
(ttmtcorb,

^mtmstratum

^ox 457
033O2-D457

271-3397

luniripal jSertiires ^Bhiisiim

(EmtnntBSumer

Barbara

ffi.

Anbrea ^|.

Jteib

^Strtctnr

Jletb

RECEIVED

(Assistant ((Iimmtissiimer

DIG

1

7

l9Sf

Barbara J. ^obeliela
Assistant ^irertor

Town of
Bennington
Board of Selectmen
Town Office
Bennington

N.H.

Dear Sirs:
The tax rate,
Your 1991 Tax Rate has been computed and set.
its breakdown, the amount to be committed to the tax collector,
the appropriations due other units of government, the amount of overlay
and the assessment used to calculate the tax rate are listed below
as follows:
1991 Tax Rate and Commitment
1991 Tax Rate
1991 Amount of tax to be Committed to Tax Collector

27.50
1,756,802

1991 Tax Rate Breakdown

Units of Government
Town/City
School
County

Tax Rates
7.27
18.42
1.81

27.50

Combined Rate (Town/City, School & County)
Due Other Units of Government

1,234,502
120,250

Due School District
Due County

Other pertinent Information
28,683
64,156,434

1991 Overlay
Net Valuation Used in Setting the Tax Rate

Date:

,1991

Andrea Reid, Director
.4-

tto/tbb

225-4033
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^5^

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
Concord
N. H. 03302-0457
Town of Bennington
Tax Rate Computation
Net Assessed Valuation
,

Tax
Rates

:

64,156,434

Town/City Portion

Appropriation
Revenues
Net Appropriation
Add: Overlay
Credits

928,112
480,483
447,629
28,683
7,500
36,183

Sub Total

Less: Shared Rev. Returned to Town

483,812
17,749
466,063

Approved Town Effort
Municipal Tax Rate

7.27

School Portion
Net School Assessment
Less: Shared Rev. Returned to Town

52,503

Approved Tax Amount
Regional School Assessment

(52,503)
1,234,502

Approved School Effort
School Tax Rate

1,

181,999
18.42

County Portion
Net County Assessment
Returned to Town

Less: Shared Rev.

116,240

Approved County Amount
County Tax Rate

Combined Tax Rate
Commitment Analysis
Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less: Credits
Add: Precinct Commitment

Property Tax Commitment

Valuation
64,156,434

120,250
4,010

Proof of Rate
Tax Rate
27.50

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
N. H. 03302-0457
Concord
Town of Bennington
,

Bennington
School District of:
Your report of appropriations voted and property taxes to be
raised for the 1991-92 school year has been approved on the
following basis:
Total School Appropriation:
Total School Revenues and Credits:
Net School District Assessment:

Regional School District Assessment:

1,234,502

Approved School Effort:

1,234,502

18.42

Approved School District Tax Rate:

Andrea M. Reid, CPA
Director

f
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STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
Year Ended December 31, 1991
TOWN OFFICERS SALARIES

Herb Flanders
James Sweeney
James Trow
Cheryl Woods
Joyce Miner
Barbara Huntley
Bruce Hall
Mark Chase
Alan Wilson
John French
Timothy Hogue
Roy Johnson
Elizabeth Chase
Herman Skinner
Russell Young

750.00
750.00
750.00
750.00
750.00
1,500.00
200.00
150.00
150.00
120.00
120.00
120.00
150.00
150.00
150.00

TOTAL

$

6,560.00

TOWN OFFICERS EXPENSES
Printing

1,643.00

Photocopying

2,951.00

Postage

2,717.27
217.10

Advertising

Telephone

2,736.53

Computer

1,679.95

Office Supplies

2,220.15

Tax Map Maintenance

650.00

Conferences/Mi 1 eage

483.20

Fees

209.75

Miscellaneous

724.56

Payroll:
Lorraine Mazur
Denise French
Cheryl Woods

25,176.54
21,780.93
10,106.66

73,296.64

TOTAL

49

:

ELECTION AND REGISTRATION
Printing

290.00

Advertising

179.05

Miscellaneous

131.47

Ballot Inspectors:
Josephine Carrara
Sheila Liljeberg
Velma Pope
Ann Sisson

25.00
25.00
25.00
25.00

Sup. of the Checklist(Conval)

Elizabeth Chase
Russell Young
Herman Skinner
Virginia Young
Town Moderator
James Dodge

20.00
20.00
10.00
10.00

20.00

TOTAL
CEMETERIES
Equipment and Supplies
Miscellaneous

780.52

PLANNING AND ZONING
456.75

Advertising

61.92

Miscellaneous

669.53

Legal

TOTAL
LEGAL EXPENSES
Blodgett, Makechnie & Vetne
George Dickson
John J. Cronin, III
Rath, Young, Pignatelli
& Oyer
TOTAL

REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
N. H. Municipal Assoc.
S. W. Reg. Planning Comm.

Home Health Care Services
Antrim Rescue Squad
Mon. Family & Mental Health
N. H. Res. Recovery Assoc.
TOTAL
AUDIT
Vachon, Clukay & Co., P.C

Uniforms

Sand/Gravel / Loam

::

Equipment Repairs/Fuel
Chemical Toilet

Equipment Shed

Electricity
Telephone

Miscellaneous
Employee Benefits
Payrol 1
Dale Quinn
Lester Foote, Sr.
Shayne Quinn

Matthew Miller
Chris Clough
David Blanchard
TOTAL
RECYCLING
Scrap Metal Removal

Aluminum/Tin Can Removal

Tire Removal
Newspaper Removal

Education
Miscellaneous
Employee Benefits
Payrol

1

Matthew Miller
Chris Clough
Robert Lemieux
David Blanchard
Shayne Quinn
TOTAL

WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Food

Electricty/Heating Oil

Administration

14

Rent

:

MEMORIAL DAY
Brown & Knight VFW
TOTAL

580.40
580 40
.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Supplies/ Postage

17.06

Camp Scholarship

235.00

Maps

168.35

TOTAL
DEBT SERVICE
Pricipal

Long-Term Bonds
Long-Term Notes

420 41
.

SEWER DEPARTMENT

Town of Antrim

Fire Fighter Equipment - Article 17
Middlesex Fire Equipment
Anton Enterprises
Motorola, Inc.
Century Auto Supply Inc.
TOTAL

Household Hazardous Waste Day
Con. Valley HHW Committee
TOTAL

-

647.50
121.90
888.00
57.16

1,714.56

Article 18
1,236.00

Grand Monadnock Arts - Article 20
Grand Mon. Arts Council
TOTAL

1,236.00

100.00

100.00

TRANSFERS TO CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS
Landfill Capital Reserve
Fund - Article 12

40,000.00

Highway Capital Reserve
Fund - Article 13

25,000.00

Fire Truck Capital Reserve
Fund - Article 14
TOTAL

15,000.00
80,000.00

TRANSFER TO CEMETERY TRUST FUNDS
Trustees of Trust Funds
TOTAL
TAXES LIENED BY TOWN

Bennington Tax Collector

600.00
600.00

Charles Brooks

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
December 31, 1991

FROM LOCAL TAXES FOR CURRENT YEAR
Property
Interest and Penalties
Resident
Resident Tax Penalties
Yield Tax
Onset Road Assessment
Onset Road Finance Charge
Onset Road Interest
Property Tax Overpaid Refunds
Resident Tax Overpaid Refunds

$806,357.71
2,667.62
5,720.00
18.00
4,612.72
4,642.00
1,718.78
1.10
4,811.22
40.00
Total

$

830,589.15

$

660,029.68

$

55.00

$

169,455.68

$

72,349.00

FRCM LOCAL TAXES FROM PRIOR YEARS
Property
$404,362.14
Interest and Penalties
37,154.69
Resident
400.00
Resident Tax Penalties
39.00
Yield Tax
377.24
Yield Tax Interest
64.18
Onset Road Assessment
3,792.18
Onset Road Finance Charge
1,803.22
Onset Road Interest
540.25
Tax Liens Redeemed
178,095.52
Tax Lien Interest and Penalties
33,219.26
Tax Lien Penalties Overpaid Refunds
182.00
Total

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME FRCM TAX COLLECTOR
55.00
Total
INTERGCVERNME11TAL REVENUES-STATE OF NH

Shared Revenue-Block Grant
Highway Block Grant
State Aid Water Pollution Project
State of NH Emergency Management
Governor's Energy Office Grant

$113,766.24
20,856.44
29,916.00
667.00
4,250.00

Total

REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES
$ 72,349.00

Total
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MISCELLANEOUS TOWN CLERK INCOME
335.00
335.00

Total

DOG LICENSES
1,257.00
117.00

Town
State

1,374.00

Total

FINES
40.00
15.00
20.00

Court
Dog
Parking

75.00

Total

LICENSES, PERMITS, AND FILING FEES

Town Clerk Fees
Titles
UCC Filings
Marriage Licenses
Town
State
Certified Copies
Town
State
Election Fees

482.00
604.58
42.00
198.00

136.00
66.00
11.00

1,539.58

Total

30.00
1,980.00
30.00
68.00
703.75

Current Use Fees
Building Permits
Driveway Permits
Pistol Permits
Cable Franchise Fees

2,871.75

Total

PLANNING AND ZONING
93.60
154.50

Planning Board
Zoning Board of Adjustment

248.10

Total

INCOME FROM TRI-TOWN LANDFILL
General Operation
$ 58,548.89
Town of Antrim
19,516.29
Town of Francestown
28,500.00
Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc.
500.00
Commercial Garbage Haulers
100-35
Braden Co. of NH
Total
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$

107,165.53

RECYCLING OPERATION
Town of Antrim
Town of Francestown
Aluminum Cans
Scrap Metal
Batteries
Tin Cans/ Light Iron
Glass/Plastics
Tires /White Goods

2,210.41
342.97
1,387.47
4,598.91
10.00
106.13
1,572.04
1,

140. 67

Total

$

11,368.60

$

25,296.95

$

330.00

PRECLOSURE COSTS
Town of Antrim
Town of Francestown

$ 20,122.60

5,174.35
Total

INCOME FROM DEPARTMENTS

Police
Recreation

45.00
285.00
Total

REIMBURSEMENTS
Medical and Dental Insurance

WATER DEPARTMENT
Water Rents
Water Rent Interest
Department Fees
Reimbursement for Services
Shutoff Fees

$ 54,061.18

95.64
40.00
648.44
198.00
Total

$

55,043.26

$

19,616.09

$

20,037.14

$

7,244.00

$

2,703.72

$

350,000.00

$

2,108.00

$

500.00

SEWER DEPARTMENT
Sewer Rents
Sewer Rent Interest

$ 19,548.77

67.32
Total

WITHDRAWALS FRCM CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS
Landfill
Corrosion Control
Revaluation

$

5,782.88
320.00
13,934.26

Total

INTEREST ON DEPOSITS

$

7,244.00

Total

INCOME FROM CEMETERY TRUST FUNDS

$

2,703.72

Total

TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES

$350,000.00
Total

SECURITY DEPOSITS

Yield Tax
Driveway Bonds

$

108.00
2,000.00

Total

TRANSFER FROM ED FRENCH SCHOLARSHIP

500.00

Grand Total 1991 Receipts
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$2,349,103.37

:

TREASURER'S REPORT
Beginning Balance, January

1,

$

1991

65,166.82

Plus Cash Receipts

2,349,103.37

Less Disbursements

2,319,044.75
S

Balance, December 31, 1991

95, 225.4 4

Consisting of
NOW Account

$

95,122.05
103.39

Money Market Account
$

9.5,225^4,4

Joyce

L.

Miner, Treasurer

TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
$72,349.00

Auto Permits Issued
Title Fees

482.00

U.C.C. Filings

604.58

Election Fees

11.00

Certified Copies

202.00

Marriage Certificates

240.00

1,374.00

Dog Licenses

15.00

Dog Fines

335.00

Miscellaneous

(151.00)

Less State Fees

$ 75^461.58

Remitted to Treasurer

Cheryl L. Woods, Town Clerk
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1991
DEBIT
Levies of
1990

1991

Uncollected Taxes Beginning
of Fiscal Year
Property Taxes
Resident Taxes
Yield Taxes
Deferred Onset Road Assessment
Annual Onset Road Assessment

Prior

$375,933.14
1,750.00
377.24
48,529.00
5,595.40

$ 49,945.00

$

910.00
269.14

3,126.29

Taxes Committed to Collect or
Property Taxes
$1,763,053.00
7,630.00
Resident Taxes
Land Use Change Tax
2,180.00
Yield Taxes
4,693.15
Deferred Onset Road Assessment
40,057.50
8,471.50
Annual Onset Road Assessment

Added Taxes:
Resident Taxes
Finance Charge-Onset Road

270.00
3,518.38

Overpayments:
Property Taxes
Resident Taxes

4,811.22
50.00

Interest Collected on
Delinquent Taxes

2,668.72

$ 30,846.03

18.00

34.00

5.00

$1,837,421,47

$463,064.81

$ 61,168.52

Penalties Collected on
Resident Taxes

TOTAL DEBITS

CREDIT
Remitted to Treasurer During
Fiscal Year:
Property Taxes
Resident Taxes
Land Use Change Tax
Yield Taxes
Onset Road Assessment
Onset Road Finance Charge
Int. on Taxes/ Penal ties
Penalties on Resident Taxes

811,168.93

6,913.09

Abat ements Allowed
Property Taxes
Resident Taxes
Yield Taxes

:

Uncollected Taxes End of
Fiscal Year:
Property Taxes
Resident Taxes
Land Use Change Tax
Yield Taxes
Deferred Onset Assessment
Annual Onset Assessment
TOTAL CREDITS

19,805.50
90.00
80.43

90.00

40.00

936,889.79
2,100.00
2,180.00

1,254.00
1,310.00

20,262.00
820.00

39,750.00
5,936.60

48,529.00

$1,837,421.47

$463,064.81

$

269.14
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3,126.29
$ 61,168.52

TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1991
DEBIT
Tax Lien on Account of Levies
1990
1989
Prior

Balance of Unredeemed Taxes
of Fiscal Year
Taxes Executed to Town
During Fiscal Year
Interest Collected After
Lien Execution
Redemption Cost
Overpaid Lien Penalties
TOTAL DEBITS

$74,565.51

$66,682.65

8,622.18
396.50

14,752.84
894.25

$83,584.19

$82,329.74

$ 91,030.20

$44,803.98

$42,261.34

8,735.49
356.40
162,977.60
$263,099.69

9,018.68
308.19
29,453.34
$83,584.19

15,647.09
202.28
24,219.03
$82,329.74

$254,364.20
6,447.49
2,106.00
182.00
$263,099.69

CREDIT
Remittance to Treasurer
During Fiscal Year:
Redemptions
Interests & Cost
After Sale
Deeded to Town During Year
Unredeemed Taxes End of Year
TOTAL CREDITS

UNREDEEMED PROPERTY TAX LIENS
1990

Abbott Estate, David

1989

1988

Cordelle, Frank
Corwin, Beth Ann
Cox, Drusilla J.
Dartmouth Bank
Deliguori, Lyman
Ely, Al III
Ely, Elizabeth A.
Firth, Laura

Francis, John
Freeport Development, Inc.
Glynn, Dorothy P.
Granite Camps Inc.
Hall, Bruce
Holden, Arthur
Huntington, Sidney
Johnson, Carl
KDK Corporation
Lussier, Stanley
Lyons, Judith F.
M and S Realty Trust
McAlpine, Jeffrey T.
McCarthy, Joseph J. Sr.
Mclnerney, Thomas
Morgan, Alan A.
Nay, Ward
Nevins, William
Newcal Builders
Page, Harry E.
Paradise, John
Pelletier, Edward
Perry, Charles D.
Peterborough Savings Bank
Ranno, Richard
Robertson, Steven
Rockwell, Fred
Seneschal Lawrence
Souza, Albert
Sprague, Craig
St rout, Frank
Sweeney, Walter H.
Trailside Development Inc.
Treadwell, Alfred Jr.
Vayens, Shelley
Vose, Lloyd S.
Whittemore Lake Inc.
Whittemore, Barry
Whittemore, Brian
Widmark, Peter
,

Total Unredeemed Liens
by Year

4,513.87
2,537.09
543.92
2,715.73
2,045.16
399.49
399.49
737.81
1,272.08
390.73
1,911.45
3,365.13
426.83
2,000.28

1,355.93

1,686.16

326.65

2,324.25
1,649.58
930 88
.

1,116.68
2,031.66
2,922.66
244.10
14,160.33
165.76
19.96
2,154.28
465.46
174.63
2,358.50
688.40
212.08
2,178.86
2,464.49
19.99
323.35
3,609.77
956.55
683.03
3 072 91
1,424.39
1,380.65
675.48
1,427.43
48,075.33
22.00
944.10
1,720.98
4,503.86
465.40
748.96
2,161.68
,

1,673.15

979.20

113.28

267.06
2,972.56
1,414,45
437.24

.

$162,977.60
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24,219.03

$29,453.34

$24,219.03

WATER AND SEWER DEPARTMENT
Unpaid Balance
Charges

-

$ 2,240.12

January 1, 1991

:

Water Usage
Water Interest
Shut -off Notice Fees
Sewer Usage
Sewer Interest
Total Charges

$55,118.43
95.64
198.00
20,316.73
67.32
$75,796.1 2
$78,036.24

Less Abatements:
228.73
74.31

Water
Sewer

303.04
$77,733.20
-73,970.91
$ 3,762.29

Receipts to Treasurer
Unpaid Water and Sewer December 31, 1991

UNPAID WATER AND/OR SEWER RENTS
Water
Aborn, Richard M.
Allen, Theresa L.
Brown, Brenda A.
Eyrne, Laurie F.
Cernota, Arthur
Champagne, James F.
Cheever, Kevin
Church Estate, Julius
Clough, Donald H.
Clow, David
Cochran Thomas
Cordatos Maria E.
Cordatos, Peter
Cordelle, Frank
Corthell, Bryan
Corwin, Beth Ann
Curcio, Virginia
Deliguori, Lyman
Elliott, Richard
Holland, Raymond
Horn, Richard
Lavoie, Paul
Lyons, Judith
MacGregor Joseph
Magoon Roger
McHale, Francis H.
Mooney Doug 1 as
Mull in, Lillian
,

,

,

,

,

Nevins, William R.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
At the close of 1991, the Corrmittee met to review the Town's capital improvement
This plan has been changed substantially to
needs for the next five years.
coincide with the fiscal constraints the Town is experiencing.

A new Capital Reserve Fund will be established in 1992 for a rescue vehicle
chassis.
The present chassis will need to be replaced in 1996.
The present
rescue box will be transferred to the new chassis. The Fire Chief also brought
It
to the Committee's attention the need to replace several radios and pagers.
was decided that the replacements could not wait for capital reserve funding and
will be handled through lease arrangements in the Fire Department 1992 budget.

Plans for a new transfer
The Landfill will be closing in October, 1992.
station/ recycling center are being prepared.
It is not known at this time if
Antrim will be participating in this facility. Construction costs for the new
facility may warrant a withdrawal of the entire fund balance from the Landfill
Capital Reserve Fund.
Bennington's portion of the landfill closure costs will
be bonded in 1993.
Plans to phase out the Capital Improvements Capital Reserve Fund will be made in
1992. Withdrawals for a police cruiser and replacement truck for the highway
department one-ton truck will close out this fund. A new capital reserve fund
specifically for police cruisers will be created in 1993.

The Committee proposes the following expenditures for 1992-1999:

EQUIPMENT
Police Cruiser:

CAPITAL PROJECTS

PLANNING BOARD - 1991 REPORT
The continuing and deepening economic recession that has plagued New
Hampshire, and indeed the whole New England region, in 1991 exacted its toll on
Bennington in the same way it has on small towns throughout the state. Statewide
economic conditions turned the real estate boom into a bust; bankrupt five major
cortmercial lending institutions in the state, and created limited or non-existent
loan opportunities for residential real estate development, business expansion,
and budding entrepreneurs.
This current economic reality was most visible to the Planning Board that
saw subdivision proposals and commercial site plan review applications slow to
Consequently, the board turned most of its energies to
a trickle during 1991.
a series of projects revolving around long-term planning for the town.

Much of this work centered on a major rewriting of the town's Master Plan
which had not been updated since it was originally drafted in 1986. Significant
changes in the town have taken place since that time (significant population
growth, new town facilities, school changes, bankruptcy of the ski area, etc.)
which demanded a revised perspective on the town and a renewed vision of its
future in the Master Plan.
Of special note is the extensive work done by the
Bennington Conservation Commission creating twelve new resource and land use maps
for the Plan. Their volunteer work on the research and development of these maps
saved the town thousands of dollars of normally contracted expenses. This new
document should be ready for public hearing later in 1992.
Another area of progress in 1991 by the Board was to amend the building
This amendment will both clarify the somewhat
permit process in the town.
confusing language in the original ordinance, and establish a more conmon sense
approach to the process that would not require permits for normal residential
We greatly appreciated the valuable input
home maintenance and improvements.
from community members who attended the public hearings on these issues.
Our work in progress includes finalizing the new Master Plan, initiating
Improvements Plan,
and developing and implementing strategies for attracting responsible business
and industry to the town. In our efforts to achieve these goals, we welcome the
input and expertise of David Beck, a civil engineer and former building inspector
for the town, who replaced Bill Horton this year as an alternate on the Planning
Board.
a Water Resource Management and Protection Plan and a Capital

The expenditures of the Board for 1991 were less than half of the original
budget allocated by the town. This was due in large measure to the very limited
number of commercial and real estate development proposals submitted to the Board
for review, and the normal legal and consultation fees associated with those
reviews.
Peter Eppig, Chairman
Bennington Planning Board
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ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT

Amend Article XV. Enforcement and Administration: Section B. Requirement
of a Building Permit by deleting the first paragraph thereof and replacing with
the following:

A building permit shall be required prior to beginning operations of the
placement of foundations, structural alterations, removals, demolitions,
or placements on a lot of a building or structure including a mobile home
or manufactured housing, covering more than one hundred (100) square feet.
A building permit shall also be required prior to the placement or moving
Structural alteration work on the interior of a
of any exterior sign.
structure shall require a permit. Maintenance, repairs, redecorating and
replacement would not require a permit. Any alteration that results in a
change of use, either interior or exterior, shall require a permit.

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
As goes the economic climate in Bennington, so goes the Zoning Board of
Accordingly, 1991 saw the Board act on two minor
Adjustment's case load.
matters.
I

wish to thank all of the Board Members for their continued efforts and

support

Information about the Zoning Board of Adjustment and its process can be
obtained from the Town Hall or from any of its members.

Respectfully submitted,
John J. Cronin III, Esquire
Chairman
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CONSERVATION COMMISSIONERS REPORT
Conservation: the controlled use and systematic protection of "precious"
What are "precious" natural resources in Bennington? The
natural resources.
large aquifer where we obtain our drinking water is precious. The abundance of
Sand and gravel provide necessary
sand and gravel in our town is precious.
recharge areas for our large aquifer. Our job as a conservation commission is
to maintain an adequate level of conservation for these and other natural
resources in Bennington.
This past
activities:

year

our

conservation conmission

engaged

in

the

following

In late spring, we enjoyed a leisurely canoe ride down the beautiful
Contoocook river. A little fishing, wildlife watching, and plant identification
made the canoe trip a very relaxing and educational experience.
In the fall, we enjoyed a hike with the Boy Scouts to the famed Bell
Ledges.
Our mushroom "Madam" Molly (Peter Eppig's wife) peaked everyones
interest with her "hands-on" mushroom identification. Beautiful views, community
Special
participation and good weather made this a most enjoyable day hike.
thanks to Bruce Edes for his leadership on these trips.

surface water, wetlands, sand &
These maps will be on display at the next Town Meeting.

We have completed many detailed maps:
gravel, etc...

We sponsored a Conservation Conmission Open House this past f al 1 to promote
land protection and land trust. Our special guest, Sylvia Bates from the Society
for the Protection of New Hampshire Forests, was quite helpful at our Open House.
The video, handouts and answers to all our questions made our Open House a
success
Another important project we participated in this past fall was the
Contoocook Valley Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day. The collection day
held on October 19, 1991 in the towns of Bennington and Wilton, was the most
successful Hazardous Waste Collection Day since its inception. Participation in
this most worthwhile event increased 64% from last year's collection day.
Please save it until
Special note: Do not throw away Hazardous Waste Material
the next collection day in 1992.
.

The Contoocook River Greenway project became a success this past year after
many people like Dave Barrett put years of work into it.

The Conservation Conmission helped edit the new master plan to incorporate
conservation as one of the Plan's goals. We also drafted a statement to the
selectmen asking to review all "Intent -To-Cut" forms before they are approved.
By reviewing "Intent-To-Cut" applications, we hope to prevent destruction of
perennial streams.
Some future Conservation Conmission projects are: Town well head
protection, Earth Day 1992, wildlife plantings, more hikes and canoe trips.
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Bennington is full of natural resources and we encourage all townspeople
Our committee meets the second Wednesday
to participate in its conservation.
each month, please join us.
If anyone has any questions, ideas or suggestions throughout the year,
contact any of the members.

Dave Barrett
Bruce Edes
Peter Eppig
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Philip Germain
Dennis McKenney
Terry Schnare

REPORT OF THE
BENNINGTON-flNTRIM-FRANCESTOWN
SOLID WASTE DISTRICT
The Tri-Town Solid Waste District has come one step closer to the eventual
closure of the Bennington Landfill. Much of 1991 was spent in the preparation
Duf resne-Henry, Inc. was awarded the bid for the
of the Landfill Closure Plan.
After several meetings and plan
project and preliminary work began in April.
reviews, the final draft was submitted in September to the Department of
Environmental Services, Solid Waste Compliance Bureau. Since that time, DES has
completed their preliminary review and responded with a number of comments. A
comprehensive report to their comments was prepared and submitted in early
January, 1992. The closure plan process will continue through 1992 with a public
comment period. Anyone wishing to review the plan and file may do so in Concord
or at the Bennington Town Hall.

Another major challenge has been the process of planning for a transfer
station/ recycling center which must be permitted, constructed, and ready to
operate by October 31, 1992.
Antrim and Bennington have been exploring all
alternatives available for separate facilities or a joint facility, however, no
decisions were made at year end. Further research on this issue will continue
into 1992.
The recycling operation continues to be a success due to public support and
the efforts of the employees.
Overall, 299 tons of recyclable material which
generated $8,815 in revenue was removed from the waste stream:
Scrap Metal --96. 12 tons
White Goods--16.34 tons
Aluminum Cans- -5. 17 tons
Batteries 2 tons

Crushed Glass--102. 24 tons
Plastics 5.79 tons (July-Dec)
Newspaper 56 tons
Tin Cans 15.51 tons

—
—
—

—

This effort that has been established over the past three years has laid
an important foundation for the transition to mandatory recycling at transfer
station next year. The State has mandated that at least 20% of the waste stream
be recycled.
That mandate will increase to 40% by the year 2000.
In October, the Bennington Landfill served as one site for the Regional
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day. For the first time since this program
began, the collection had to be closed early due to the overwhelming response in
Bennington and Wilton. The money allocated by all participating towns was used
up by 11:00 a.m.
A total of 59 households from Bennington, Antrim, and
Francestown were represented. Through the awareness generated by this program,
it is hoped that alternatives to household hazardous waste will be chosen rather
Nevertheless,
than having to increase the annual appropriation for its disposal
support for this program needs to continue.
.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine A. Mazur
Administrative Assistant
Town of Bennington
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WATER & SEWER COMMISSIONERS
We reported to you at the end of 1990 almost all of the work necessary to
put Corrosion Control on line had been accomplished. We also mentioned a drastic
increase in the cost of the needed chemicals. Further increases in the cost of
these chemicals led us to make the decision that purchasing chemicals in 55
The
gallon drums, as originally planned, would be prohibitively expensive.
decision was made to delay implementing Corrosion Control until we could purchase
and install a 1500 gallon tank, enabling us to purchase our chanicals in bulk
form at a much reduced per gallon cost.
This decision presented us with a whole new set of problems. The chemicals
must be stored at a temperature above freezing.
EPA Regulations require the
storage tank to be installed in a containment pit. It was, therefore, necessary
to decide to have an addition to the present well house constructed. Originally,
we had hoped such an addition could be constructed by town employees, but that
idea turned out to be impractical. Then the Selectmen instructed us to make no
major expenditures that were not of an emergency nature because of their
Consequently, we saw all
uncertainty over the receipt of State monies.
possibility of implementing Corrosion Control during 1991 vanish completely.

Under pressure from EPA, we sought and received bids in December for the
construction of our addition. The bid was awarded in January, 1992, subject to
The entire cost of constructing the
Town Meeting approval of our budget.
addition is contained in our 1992 budget which is less than the budget amount
requested for 1991. We are gambling on having another year without major leaks
or equipment failures in order to keep our budget, and the tax rate, at the
minimum.
It is our hope that the long sad story of our efforts to comply with
the mandated Corrosion Control will end successfully in 1992.

We continued our efforts to collect water and sewer rents in a timely
manner. Receipt of all monies due the town seemed even more important in a year
when due to revaluation, sending out tax bills was delayed.
It might be well to prepare the voters of the necessity to adjust water,
and possibly sewer, rents at a future Town Meeting. We will not know the exact
Until
annual cost of Corrosion Control until the system is actually operating.
that point, we have had to work with estimates.

We devoutly hope that never again will we, or you, encounter those two
words, "Corrosion" and "Control", used in conjunction with each other.
Timothy Hogue
John French
Roy Johnson
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BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT

Although the economic times were slow in this part of the country, our
small town has had its share of building. We had a total of 28 building permits
submitted with only three refused, and two of those were granted after the
There were three permits for new
applicants went to see the Zoning Board.
houses, and the remainder were for additions, porches, and alterations to
existing homes.
Since we have just gone through a revaluation and the records of the town
are in order, if you think you need a permit for doing something, you probably
We can answer your questions when you have some inquiries.
do.
Feel free to contact the town office or the building inspector.

Chester D. Heinzman, Jr.
Bennington Building Inspector

BENNINGTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

The year 1991 has been a learning experience for a new chief
assistants. We have added several new firefighters to our roster.

and two

Now that the bay addition is complete, fund raisers have been focused on
monitors and equipment to replace items constantly in need of repair without
using town funds.
Several firefighters have volunteered their time to do truck maintenance

This has eliminated labor
at the station rather than using outside sources.
In the course of a year this could be a
costs on work done on the trucks.
substantial savings to the town. We thank those firefighters who have donated
their time.
Spaces and food were
This summer we again held our weekend flea market.
sold and monies were used to help our radio fund. We thank those who donated
items for us to sell.

A poster
In October we held a Fire Prevention program for the school
contest, demonstration of fire techniques, videos and an appearance by Smokey the
Bear provided the children with a full day of activities teaching them fire
safety and how they can help prevent fires. We hope in teaching the children at
this level, the parents will also become more aware of fire prevention.
.

In 1991 we responded to a total of 92 calls: 17 were fire calls, 41 rescue
calls, 7 fire and rescue vehicle accidents, 16 mutual aid fire and 11 mutual aid
rescue.

Bruce Hall Chief
Bennington Fire Department
,

79

.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
lends
itself
not
been one
that
This year has
description. .with the possible exception of "fascinating."

to

a

one-word

.

The Department entered the year as the focus
The
and personal, from a number of sources.
volatile, the Board of Selectmen, after weighing
possibilities, placed all members of the Police
1 eave

of attacks, both professional

situation quickly became so
the possible legal and civil
Department on administrative

While I'm sure that action created a great deal of satisfaction in those
attempting to disrupt the Department and the Town, that satisfaction was shortlived.

By Town Meeting, the wheels of justice were not only turning, but
definitely grinding. The community had determined enough was enough... and was
making that exceedingly plain.
The court also justified our faith 3s it
system would not be used for personal
adamantly declared the legal
vindictiveness.

Since March, the community has watched as the various groups, entities,
and individuals, who attempted, for their own reasons, to disrupt the Town, have
taken to fighting among themselves; have slunk away; or have found the court
system can not be circumvented forever.

Although the first three months of 1991 cost this community dearly, in
money, as well as in personal ways much more difficult to assess, the essence of
the Town has emerged unchanged.

While there are criminal and civil matters still to be concluded, and while
the present economic conditions continue to create financial hardships for
everyone, Bennington has emerged as it was... a community of hardworking,
responsible people working together for the benefit of their families, their
friends, and their neighbors.
This Department will continue in its efforts to ensure that every citizen
of this community has the ability to live his life in the manner of his choosing
just as long as he grants the same right to all others.
Finally, it has been impossible to thank each of you for the support shown
It is even more difficult to know how
the members of the Department this year.
to express that thanks. Your individual, personal encouragement throughout the
period, as well as the outpouring of public support at Town Meeting, meant more
than it is our ability to express. To each and every one of you, our grateful
thanks.
E. Mancini
Bennington Chief of Police
D.
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REPORT FROM THE BENNINGTON SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE
Most of us are approaching the beginning of 1992 with, at the very least,
The economic picture is looking far from rosy (no matter
a bit of apprehension.
I'm not
what they tell us in Washington), and money seems tighter than ever.
going to tell you that everything's wonderful, or that I have a magic wand to
I'm just hoping I can help put some things into
cure all of our ills.
perspective.

No matter what you might hear from other sources, the School Board is very
sensitive to the economic reality all around us, as are the dedicated teachers
As of this writing, the Board is trying to
and staff of the Conval District.
secure a 0% increase for the total budget. Everything truly has been cut to bare
bones.
The only areas which have not been resolved are the following (much of
which we have little control over): health care, the cost of which continues to
skyrocket; transportation; Special Education (if just one "moderately involved"
child moves into the district, it can easily cost tens of thousands of dollars
more than was budgeted); and necessary equipment repair and replacement, since
not one dollar was allotted for this in last year's budget.
As we all know, the majority of our property tax dollar goes toward
education. In tough economic times like these, it's easy for some people to cry,
"Cut the school budget!" But let's look at the facts. Not including the School
Bond from a few years back for the new Building program (which most of us agree
was a necessity), the rate of school budget increases has been les s than the
increases we've had in student population for each of the last four years!
Cumulatively, our student population has grown around 11% in the last four years,
but only a 9% budget increase. Even though the Board is trying to achieve a 0%
increase for next year's budget, we have a student population increase of 3.8%
So it's not hard to see that indeed the fat has already
slated for next year.
been cut from the budget.
I believe many of us tend to take for granted the quality of education our
Not only do we have one of the best
children receive in the Conval District.
school systems in the state, but we have been recognized in national educational
I've had other people
journals as having progressive and effective programs.
from surrounding towns tell me how our own Pierce School is considered the best
Just last year Mrs. Schnare's R/l class
elementary school in the district.
scored in the 91st percentile on C.A.T. reading tests! Grades 2, 3, and 4 were
not far behind. Being a first year Board member and an educator, the dedication,
knowledge and caring of teachers and staff, not only in the Pierce School, but
To
in the entire system, is something that continues to honestly impress me.
take all of this for granted is indeed a mi stake.

Mark Tazelaar
Bennington School Board Representative
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PIERCE SCHOOL P.T.O.
The Pierce School P.T.O. has again had a busy year. We have raised funds
to support Pierce School and the students in various activities.
In the spring, we sponsored the bus for a trip for all students to the
Northshore Music Theater to see the Velveteen Rabbit.
In May it was decided we would try to sell a Community Calendar. Although
not as many calendars were sold as we hoped, we were very successful with selling
spaces for local advertisements and in providing phone numbers and information
for town organizations and meetings. We hope to repeat the calendar this year.

Since September, we have held our annual bike-a-thon, sponsored a child to
attend Sargent Camp, continued to provide volunteer crossing guards for children
walking to school and have held yet another wonderful Christmas Buffet. Special
thanks to the firefighters for use of their hall and their special decorations.
,

We would like to thank all of you who continue to support us.
Sharon Hall, President
Pierce School P.T.O.

BENNINGTON RECREATION
Sports again played an important part of our year. Little League played
its first season on Newhall Field and the extra fields were filled with little
players whose tee shirts bore the names of local businesses who supported them.

Soccer was a huge success and a special thanks to our organizer who worked
for many hours to make the soccer program work the same way basebal 1 does
against other towns. We have now set this in motion.

The Haunted Hayride has now become self-supporting and we thank
volunteers who spent hours on set-up, skits, and driving the hay wagons.

all

Finally, we were thankful that Santa remembered us and was able to visit
and give gifts to our children at the Corrmunity Christmas Party.

Bennington Recreation
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HEALTH

6.

WELFARE DEPARTMENT

I was able to get through 1991 staying within the welfare budget.
rental assistance is still a big problem, due in most cases to
unemployment.

However,
tenants'

Long delays in processing of food stamp and Medicaid applications by State
and Federal agencies have added to our general assistance burden.
We are
required by statute to supply food and medication while applicants wait thirty
to forty-five days for approval and acceptance. Again, fuel assistance has been
very helpful and I urge all that are eligible to apply. The 1992 program is open
until April 1, 1992.

The Health Department is still working on septic problems, but the expense
is minimal

Barbara Huntley
Overseer of Public Welfare
Health Officer

MEMORIAL DAY
Thank you, once again, Bennington for your continued support in helping to
make it possible for the V.F.W. to hold its Memorial Day services.
This past year was the first time we observed the day on the Federal
Holiday rather than the traditional one of May 30th. Although we did not like
switching the day, it really worked out much better for us as more people have
that day off from work.
This meant more people able to participate in the
services.

We would like to bring to all Veteran's attention even though you don't
belong to a Veteran's organization, your participation in our Memorial Day
services would be very much appreciated.
The money you gave us this past year was used in the following manner:

Flags
Grave Markers
Conval High School Band
Buglers (out of town cemeteries/memorials)
Wreaths
Lunch and refreshments
Total

$116.00
59.60
150.00
40.00
60.00
$154.80
$580.40

Your support has been greatly appreciated by all.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Martel V.F.W. Post 8268
,
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G.E.P. DODGE LIBRARY
In 1991, our library continued to grow both with our collection and with
our patronage. The world is changing rapidly, and we are trying to keep up. Two
new books on the Soviet Union are already out of date and we have a book on the
Gulf War cataloged under HISTORY. We try to remain current with all we can on
our limited budget and what we can not purchase, we can borrow.

The G.E.P. Dodge Library is fortunate to have a corp of volunteers who help
Our
the library and the patrons with their time, their talents, and gifts.
volunteers make it possible to keep extra hours on weekends. They create posters
and art work for various programs and activities, and they donate books,
magazines, newspapers and gift subscriptions.

We continue to have classes from Pierce School and Small Beginnings weekly
It is wonderful to see these young
story time and book checkout.
enthusiastic readers who, after school come in, usually on their own, to check
out books to read at home. Many of Bennington's students, of all ages, have been
using the library for reference and are taking advantage of out' increasing
reference collection and new set of encyclopedias.
for

Once again we are having the Monday morning reading group for children not
The reading time is held on Monday
All ages are welcome.
yet in school.
mornings at 9:30 a.m. and, along with the story, there is a craft project
provided by Friends of the Library Chairman, Debi Belcher.
This year's Sumner Reading program was entitled "Be A Book Buccaneer."
Readers ages 3-14, sailed through the South Seas, stopping at various
fictitious South Sea islands, and ending up ultimately on "Treasure Island."
Linda Osienski donated her talents as an artist and painted fabulous islands and
harbors where the readers could dock their ships. Debi Belcher provided readers
with a weekly craft project related to the reading program's topic. The end of
the seven week program was celebrated with a treasure hunt, games and ice cream
Everyone who participated received a
sundaes at the Newhall Youth Field.
certificate of achievement. There are a lot of great readers in Bennington.
Our library was in need of some color out front, and in need of an eyecatching "OPEN" sign. Darlene McKenney volunteered her talents and put together
a beautiful sea-blue, purple and white flag to hang out on the flag pole when the
library is open. Now, when the weather allows and when the flag pole cooperates,
patrons can tell from a distance if the library is open.

This past spring, Tenney's Farm donated white geraniums and marigolds for
the sidewalk border. Unfortunately poor soil, lack of water and foot traffic,
stunted their growth. We will keep trying.

After four years of faithful work in the library, Dick Elliott has
resigned. High School has taken priority over the library. Melissa Clough has
replaced Dick, and has kept up the excellence in the job that Dick started. She
Chris and I wonder how we ever
is tireless, quick, accurate and cheerful.
managed without her. On Mondays, Beth Cheever comes in to help with the mail,
She too, is a faithful worker.
errands to the Town Hall and shelving.
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Ruth Brown, a new and valuable resident and patron, has been coming to the
library twice a month with her portable computer, printer, and cheerful tireless
These
patience to teach any interested students how to use the computer.
students have learned considerably more from her than computer skills. They have
learned to share, cooperate, and resolve problems as a group.
Thank you to all patrons who have filled out the survey from. It has been
It
helpful to know what your desires and needs are for accurate book selection.
Nothing can be more
is nice to have what you are looking for when you come.
frustrating than a disappointed patron. With the survey, we have also been able
to update patron addresses.
you will take advantage of a few new services the library can
I hope
provide. The first is getting books to people who can not come into the library.
Arrangements for selection, pickup and return can be done over the telephone.
A second service opens our selection of books to the entire state of Mew
Hampshire and, ultimately, to the rest of New England and the United States.
Anyone who knows of a book and can not find it in our library, needs only to fill
out a request form. Usually within a week, via the miracle of computers, modems
Reference is
and the USPS and UPS, you will have that book, or information.
another service that patrons forget about. Any questions you have, on any topic,
can be found for you. Any bibliographies you want compiled can be done for you
Take advantage of these services.
as well.

Our annual Friends of the Library meeting will be held on Thursday, April
Should you want to help before then, call the library or contact the
Friends of the Library Chairman, Debi Belcher.
9,

1992.

Once again, I would like to thank all of our volunteers, and Chris Tarrio,
Helena Ayers, Debi Belcher, Ruth Brown, Melissa Clough, Beth Cheever, Jerry
Waller. Margo Smiley, and our devoted and tireless Trustees, Elaine Barrett,
David Glynn, and Joseph MacGregor.
All these people keep the library running
smoothly and contribute to making this library one of the best around.
There is one other special thank you, and this is to all of our patrons who
faithfully use the library, take good care of our books, take advantage of our
services, let their needs be known, and return materials when they are due.
Thank you, and I look forward to making 1992 as productive as 1991.
Leslie MacGregor, Librarian
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The year 1991 was a very busy year for the townspeople and the Historical
The winter was
Society; our membership has grown to seventy-five people.
unusually mild and we enjoyed an early and long summer.
The Historical Society initiated a meeting to form a committee for our
Sesquicentennial Celebration in 1992. Susan Seneschal was elected chairperson
and we invite and need everyone's help.
Mrs. Ruth Cody has made a generous donation of glass plate negatives from
Bennington's amateur photographer Lillian Lawrence. The photo plates were taken
between 1890 and 1930. Thank you Mrs. Cody!

Bennington is still without a main Post Office. However, a substation has
been opened in the Bennington Country Store on Main Street, owned by Terry
Schnare

Walter and Joy Levesque have moved to Nobleboro, Maine; Walter's company
transferred him to Darmiscotta. Joy was this year's Historical Society Honorary
Member! Erving LeCain has moved to Hanover, New Hampshire. We sure do miss them
both.

Arnold and Jean Cernota again invited us to share their lovely home at "Top
Our other meetings were held in the
former Railroad Station, now the V.F.W. Hall.

of the World" for our October meeting.

Funds
Our Society had a Roast Turkey Dinner and Mini Auction in October.
raised by this and other events have been designated for the land purchase,
moving, and renovation of the Old Firehouse into a small museum. The necessary
land has been leased to us by the Monadnock Paper Mills, Inc. for a nominal
yearly fee.
After five years, the land will be fully owned by the Historical
Society.

For
evaluated
given the
were used

the first time, a team of professional property appraisers visited and
Property owners were
all of the property in the town of Bennington.
opportunity to dispute the new evaluations. The new property values
in calculating the property taxes due in January, 1992.

Don't forget to help make our 1992 "150th" year celebration one to make
history!

David A. Glynn, President
Bennington Historical Society
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